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YOUR OPINIONS

DA, police chief report cﬁrﬂe—ﬁghﬁng progress

In early March, we announced
anew, landmark district-attor-
ney-Police Department agree-
ment aimed at improving com-
mmucataons, work-flow effi-
clency and overall productivity

_between our two cornerstone
crnmnal Justice organizations.
As we implement this agree-

ment, we believe significant out-

comes have been attained.

- One obvious goal of this agree-
ment is to eliminate 701 releases
of arrested subjects. To help
achieve that goal, now the DA's

‘office accepts field drug tests to
expedite formal charging.

- The NOPD’s new Crime Lab
is now providing formal lab test-
ing and reports within 24 days.

In addition, an ongoing liaison
contact between the Crime Lab
and the DA’s office has been es-
tablished for cases pendmg trial
or 701 release dates requiring
prioritized testing.

The DA's office is now provid-
ing NOPD with a weekly list of
cases accepted or refused. Origi-
nating NOPD officers are free to
contact the screening DA for ex-
planations about ease refusals,
thus laying the foundation for
more cases to be accepted.

Other agreement components
are works in progress, and we
will continue to report to the
public as each milestone is
reached.

We are meeting regularly with
our top staff to implement each

critical step.

Another component of our
agreement, a review of past 701
releases to reinstate formal ar-
rests and charging, will be un-
dertaken in the next 60 days
once the full drug testing capac-

. ity of the new Crime Lab is

reached.

We know this agreement has
laid the foundation for signifi-
cant improvements in our crimi-
nal justice system. :

We pledge to continue work-
ing toward its full implementa- -
tion. -

_ Eddie Jordan
District Attorney
Warren Riley
Superintendent of Police
New Orieans




